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B
efore

beginning
repairs,

rem
odeling

or

dem
olition,

T
exas

law
requires

that
all

public
buildings

be
inspected

for

asb
esto

s
before

w
ork

begins.
If

asb
esto

s

is
found,

the
T

exas
D

epartm
ent

of
S

tate

H
ealth

S
ervices

m
ust

be
notified

of

dem
olition

and/or
abatem

ent
(rem

oval,

encapsulation
or

enclosure).
T

his

requirem
ent

applies
to

any
public

or

com
m

ercial
building

such
as

office
buildings,

shopping
centers,

apartm
ents,

hotels,
schools,

stores,

restaurants,
and

other
businesses.

A
violation

of
any

portion
of

the

T
exas

A
sbestos

H
ealth

P
rotection

A
ct

(TA
H

PA
)

or
the

T
exas

A
sbestos

H
ealth

P
rotection

R
ules

(T
A

H
PR

)
can

result
in

fines.
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F
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A
sb

e
sto

s
T

o
d
ay

R
E

Q
U

IR
E

M
E

N
T

S
H

ow
to

N
otify

It
is

a
com

m
on

m
isconception

that
asb

esto
s

is
usually

found
only

in
buildings

co
n
stru

ct
ed

before
1970.

A
sbestos

is
still

being
used

in
m

any
building

m
aterials

such
as

exterior
siding,

insulation,
ceiling

and
floor

tile,
w

all
board,

duct
w

ork,
textured

paint,
m

astics
and

other
adhesives.

T
hough

asbestos-containing
building

m
aterials

are
generally

believed
to

be
safe

ifleft
undisturbed,

repairs,
rem

odeling
or

dem
olition

can
result

in
the

release
of

m
icro

scopic
fibers

of
asb

esto
s

into
the

air.
B

reathing
asb

esto
s

fibers
has

been
show

n
to

be
a

cau
se

of
serious

lung
d
iseases

and
can

cer
T

he
T

exas
D

epartm
ent

of
S

tate
H

ealth
S

ervices
(D

S
H

S
)

A
sb

esto
s

P
rogram

adm
inisters

the
T

exas
A

sbestos
H

ealth
P

rotection
R

ules
(T

A
H

PR
)

that
established

m
inim

um
requirem

ents
to

m
inim

ize
the

exposure
of

the
public

to
asb

esto
s

fibers
during

the
renovation

and
dem

olition
of

public
and

com
m

ercial
buildings.

B
uilding

ow
ners

m
ust

take
the

follow
ing

step
s

to
en

su
re

com
pliance

w
ith

state
and

federal
asb

esto
s

regulations
(hom

es
and

apartm
ents

w
ith

few
er

than
four

units
are

excluded
from

th
ese

requirem
ents

unless
part

of
a

larger
project):

•
A

sbestos
Inspection

(S
urvey)

-
M

ake
sure

that
a

com
prehensive

asb
esto

s
in

sp
ec

tion,
also

know
n

as
a

survey,
is

com
pleted

by
a

D
S

H
S

-licensed
asb

esto
s

inspector
in

public
buildings

or
by

either
a

licensed
or

accredited
asb

esto
s

inspector
in

other
facilities.

•
A

sbestos
A

batem
ent

-
H

ire
only

licensed
asb

esto
s

professionals
to

perform
a
sb

e
s

tos
ab

atem
en

t
or

other
asb

esto
s-related

activities
in

public
buildings.

(A
list

of
licensed

asb
esto

s
inspectors

and
asb

esto
s

rem
oval

contractors
is

available
from

the
D

S
H

S
A

sbestos
P

rogram
w

ebsite.)
H

ire
li

cen
sed

or
accredited

asb
esto

s
p
ro

fessio
n

als
to

perform
asb

esto
s-related

activities
in

othrar
tacilities.

•
A

sbestos
N

otification
-

N
otify

the
D

S
H

S
E

nvironm
ental

H
ealth

N
otifications

G
roup

(E
H

N
G

)
if

you
intend

to
dem

olish
or

ab
ate

a
public

building
or

facility.
N

otification
is

required
for

any
dem

olition,
w

hether
or

not
asb

esto
s

has
been

identified.

N
otifications

m
ust

be
subm

itted
at

least
10

w
orking

days
before

the
project

start
date.

In
addition

to
the

scheduled
start

and
co

m
p

le
tion

dates,
you

w
ill

need
to

identify
the

type
of

project
(dem

olition
or

renovation),
location

of
the

site,
nam

es
of

the
operators

or
a
sb

e
s

tos
rem

oval
contractors,

m
ethods

of
rem

oval
and

am
ount

of
asb

esto
s

involved.
To

subm
it

the
asb

esto
s

notitication
form

online,
visit

the
departm

ent’s
w

ebpage
at

https://vo.ras.dshs.
state.tx.us.

Follow
the

instructions
under

the
section

titled
“A

sbestos
N

otifications”
to

register
and

subm
it

a
notification.

Ifyou
have

questions
about

the
online

system
contact

the
E

H
N

G
at

(512)
834-6747

or
via

em
ail

at
E

H
N

G
.help@

dshs.state.tx.us.

P
E

N
A

L
T

IE
S

S
tate

A
sbestos

Inspectors
have

the
authority

to
enter

any
area

to
determ

ine
com

pliance
w

ith
the

T
exas

A
sbestos

H
ealth

P
rotection

A
ct

(T
A

H
PA

)
and

the
T

A
H

PR
.

In
addition,

violations
can

result
in

fines.
E

ach
day

a
violation

continues
is

considered
a

sep
arate

violation.
L

earn
m

ore
about

th
ese

regulations
and

the
health

risks
asso

ciated
w

ith
asb

esto
s

by
contacting

us
or

visiting
our

w
ebsite.
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